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The pertensive prefixes of Northeastern Pomo (Pne) in the broader Pomoan context 

 

Pne is one of 7 Pomoan languages of N. California & was the only 1 spoken in an area not 

contiguous w/ speakers of other Pomoan languages. 
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Pne was the 1st Pomoan language to lose all fluent speakers (c. 1970) & has fragmented 

documentation. All extant transcribed data lack audio recordings; the sole extant audio 

recordings lack any transcription. 
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I have assembled a lexical database that includes all extant words from the corpus of transcribed 

data. With the help of this database, I am attempting to transcribe the limited audio data. 
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Kinship terms form a distinct nominal subclass in all 7 Pomoan languages. Unlike common 

nouns, they are morphologically complex: they are obligatorily possessed (w/ pertensive 

prefixes) and marked for case. 
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The other 6 Pomoan languages show a range of pertensive prefixes on kinship terms, which 

McLendon states “cannot be completely reconstructed” (1973: 55-56). Let us look at the 

situation in each language in more detail. 
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Pertensive prefixes of Eastern Pomo (Pe): 

The complexity of kinship morphology in Pe is matched only by Southern Pomo (Ps). 

McLendon (1975: 109-111) divides the pertensive prefixes of Pse kinship terms into Set I and 

Set II. 
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Southeastern Pomo (Pse) shows the most diminished system of pertensive prefixes in Pomoan. It 

appears to have only two prefixes: m-, which may occur with 24 kin terms, and ʔi-. 
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Northern Pomo (Pn) and Central Pomo (Pc) show very different developments in their pertensive 

prefixes: Pn has four prefixes, but Pc has just two, with a third free morpheme for 3-person that 

is cognate with the 3-person prefix of of Pe, Pk, and Ps. 
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Southern Pomo (Ps) and Kashaya Pomo (Pk) have similar pertensive prefixes w/ the exception of 

the 1-person ones, for which Ps has the most elaborate set within Pomoan (matched only by the 

innovations of Pe). (Ps and Pk reduplicated vocative forms are omitted in this study.) 
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In addition to the database of written materials I created, the extant audio data include enough 

additional Pne kinship forms to recover the basics of the morphology. 
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McLendon did not reconstruct the the pertensive prefixes for Proto Pomo, but she did reconstruct 

Proto Pomo pronouns. These pronouns are the clear sources for several of the pertensive prefixes 

in the various daughter languages. 
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The unexpected nasal coda of the Pne 1-person pertensive prefix ʔan- might hold a clue to the 

origins of ma-. 

 



 


