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1/12 “A case for perfect aspect in Ventureño Chumash” 

Ventureño (VEO) is a Chumashan language previously spoken along the central California coast. 

It was documented by John Peabody Harrington in the early 1900’s.  
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2/12 In 1973, Applegate asserted that VEO could convey perfect aspect. He offered little more 

than one example, however. This paper establishes that the VEO perfect does indeed exist, and 

the paper expands upon Applegate’s initial hypothesis. Textual and elicited data are used. 

 

 

 

  



3/12 The perfect is considered a type of aspect, but distinct from the (im)perfective distinction. 

The perfect can consider all parts of a situation as a whole, like the perfective, but the perfect 

deals with the status of one situation and its relevance to some prior situation. 

 

4/12 The verbal prefix of interest here is ne’e-, w/ the form na- that is used with a negative affix. 

ne’e- has several dialectal forms. In the following tweets, I will show how ne’e- fulfills multiple 

typological expectations for a perfect construction. 

 

5/12 Perfect as a result: the so-called ‘classic perfect.’ Indicates the continued relevance of a past 

situation, and these semantics are present in other uses of the perfect. This general use of the 

perfect is illustrated in Images 3-6. 

 

 

  



6/12 Experiential perfect indicates a situation has held at least once some time in the past leading 

up to the present (where it no longer holds). Aka ‘existential perfect’ and ‘indefinite perfect.’ Bill 

has been to America (ex prf) vs. Bill has gone to America (prf of a result). 

 

 

  



7/12 Third type of perfect is the perfect of a persistent situation. Marks a situation that started in 

the past and persists or continues into the present, as in the English we’ve lived here for 10 years 

(and still do). Past situation has current on-going relevance. 

 

 

  



8/12 Aka the ‘hot news’ perfect. Used when the present relevance of a past situation is one of 

temporal closeness. The hot news perfect is commonly used with a reduplicated verb, and this is 

perhaps an unexpected use of reduplication in the lg. 

 

 

 

  



9/12 While many languages with perfect morphosyntax have only one use of the construction 

(e.g., perfect as a result), Ventureño, conveys all types of perfect semantics discussed in Comrie 

1976. We can indeed establish this grammatical category for the language. 

 

10/12 VEO has 3 tenses: past, future, immediate future (tense is only marked if it differs from 

the tense of the speech act). The perfect cannot be used with the future hu-, but it is possible to 

combine it on the same verb with the immediate kayu- to convey prospective aspect. 

 

11/12 Prospective aspect is used when the relevancy of a future event is tied to a current 

situation, and this explains the uses of ne’e- and kayu- in Images 7a,b. This co-opting of the 

perfect for its current relevance semantics seems to be a newer development in the language. 

 

 

  



12/12 Data from Henry(-Rodriguez) 2012a, b; 2012, 2019, and Harrington 1986. Aspect Bybee 

et al. 1994, Comrie 1976, Declerck 1997, Declerck & Reed 2000, and Michaelis 1998. 

 


