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Kuniba (KUN) and Kanamirim (KAN) are two extinct doculects (sensu, Good & Cysouw 2013)
of the Jurué-Purus region of western Amazonia. Their classification as members of the

Arawakan language family is uncontroversial.
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Two sources exist on KUN: one by the French Priest C. Tastevin and another one by the German
ethnologist Curt Nimuendajt in 1921, both from the first two decades of the 20th century.
Nimuendaji worked with a single speaker, Carolina, in the city of Manaus, Brazil.

DOCUMENTS SUR QUELQUES LANGUES
PEU CONNUES DE L'AMAZONE,

PAR

Curt NIMUENDAJU et E. H. do VALLE BENTES.

1. Kuniba '.
(Rio Jurua.

Levantado com a indin Kuniba Careling em Mandos. Dee® de 1921,

Curt Nimuendaji.

Nota. — Toutes les consonnes doivent étre prononcées isolément :
Ex. : hombro, t/hand ; nlgodiio, gap/bi, mais sans pause entre elles.

a, e, i, 0, n sont des gutturales.

x correspond @ ¢l allemand, dans fch.

Lingua 1 Unha da mio sewald
Bocen namd Perna kil
Beigo iipl Joelho inti
Lente ibi Pe El
Nariz wiriri Peito sla
Olho ihalé Costa o
Orelha iipi Pelle ik
Cabeg¢a s Sungue frarf
Testa Hrnild Osso ihapi
Cabello iin-si Agua ving
Barba, bigode  fape-ti Igarapé araphd
Sobrancelha sape-tal Lago ipuld
Hombro tland Fogo, lenha it
Braco kanu Chuva inad
Cotovello Endéri Sol theati
Mio it Lua ksiri
Dedo da min min-if Estrella katabéri

1. Le Kuniba est un dialecte arawak du groupe pré-amlding G Wiver (P et Tasre-
vix (). Les langwes du Poris, du Jurei el des régions imilroples @ 1Y Le groupe

arawalk pré-andin, Anthropos, S'-Gabriel-Madling, ¢,
S, 1 NVE-XVIL 10201022, 0, 29810025,

XIN-XV, 1049-1920, p. 8h7-



les langues du Puris;, du Jurnd el des régions limilrophes.

Hi4

Les langues du Purds, du Jurud et des régions

aheille
aigre, amer
algre

alle

air
ananas
Ananas
anus

arbre

arbre, hols

arbre & caoui-
choue

arc-en-ciel

argile

aujourd hui

aveugle

hanane
barhe

bean

beaucoup
beau-frére

beau-pére

beati-pére
belle-mére

bolteux

P Piro, K = Kuniba, C =

dr MEDCIRD.

| ok (K,

limitrophes.

1 Le groupe arawak pré-andin.
Par P. ROvET et le P £ Tastevin.

{Suite.)

4* Vocabulaire eomparatif'.

Piro, Kunlba Kanpamirim

sani = guépe (P)

kapsali (P)

kaduri (P)

nekard-méti (K}, i-
arexi=aile, plume,

poil (P)

tampi (P)
hama {[(]. hanna (F)
dirianti (P)
ri-tzima (C)

axamuena (P), ala-
mana = forét (K},
amiena (C)

kde (K), ke (P)
Rdxali(P), kahdri(K)
fauakini (P)
midfa-fhga, mi-mivea-
&, nl-mexea-f1 (P)
parianta, paranta (F)
Zapin (K), hue-sapta,
pel-sapto (P}

keiydrari - (K), kive-
leri=heau, kielere
=hon {P)
hidolero (F)
n-andri(K), p-ani (P)
Rk e
oncle (P), ghagha
- oncle (%)
Ri-ximatieri ()
yiru (K), ni-xima-
xirn (P)
he-duri (P)

Tpuring
sdne — guipe

I-mingl = plume; -
wlnki-da, f-mimki-
fa, -minki = aile,
i-minki - son alle

né-ftisome, nd-tsome,
fsiimin

Amana, Imind

f-kati, katit = bran-
che

Reidsi, in-kisl, fn-kis{
kavsari
wor"dad kart

ne-geatrdto, siwdpd-
18, dmbaio

hdtrirt - bon

etotsdline, fturl, iti
kéam-anirf -~ frére

ikidmanfry = oncle
nern = mére

Hirm

Kampa
sami
kipesiri-ni
kadorf = amer

fampin

ljranna

firlanti

a-fzumo-nte, Swmo-
nie = entrailles;
famo-ra - cnlo

in-fato, en-fofo

Runmori,  korori =

gummi

n-nisa-raki

parianti, parenti

sepato-ria, Pspafo-
ma, (pafu-ma, a-
ipatu-na

it anied

koko

d=H- o

inapari, Manete-
naH, PakBguira

nnuri (Pa)

Kanamirim, 1= Inapiri. M - Maneteneri, Pa — Pakaguara
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A single source is available on KAN: a short wordlist recorded in the 19th century by the
German explorer Johann Baptist von Spix, later published in Martius (1867).

CANAMIRIM, CANAMARE®.

altos — lenuly.

amila — nepiiery.

anima — nuchiiu.

arbor — amiiena.

audio — nuchematd.

auditue — nuchenaku.

auris — chepisama.

avunculus — ghughu.

axilla — nulanachy.

bibo — nereoatschy.

brachium — nughéno (nuano Mayp.)

brevis — malenuly.

eaco — nitika.

calcaneus — nuchity suliba.

canto — schikily.

capillus — nupi-1y.

capul — nuchiy.

cilium — hipity. .

clamo — a yua.

clavicula — nughuza-pyide.

coelum — tenu.

collum — nundpy (Manao).

cor — nalbehy.

corpus — numéne.

coxa — nulfachya,

cubilus — nukuzery.

cymba — canoa,

dens — naii (Manao u. Cariay).

deus — ghamatschy.

diabolus — ghamatschy.

dies — huy.

digitorum  articuli — .
ghaiychy.

— intervalla — numuy zapila,

digitue -pedis — nuchilichy.

domus — panilechy.

dormio — numacho-alschy.

edo — hanichoa,

femur — nulapaly.

numuyu

*) Yon

filius — nuliiry.
flos — ghazubaly.
folium — sapahna,

frons — neliiku.
guslo — nunln‘ipyl
homo — chechii.
humerus — nukéuno.

labium — nusiieby.
lapis — suehyu.

lavo — nakauoalschy,
lingua — nuniiny.

luna — yalschy.

— prima — leno-ald.
— nova — ghasiri miri.
— plena — {eni.
magus — meliie.

manus — numuyu.

— arliculi — nughaichy.
marilus — maghaluchine.
mater — nati.

membr. virile — pusame.
— mul. — nalachilsehy.

mingo — nulziilhny.
morior — nialete.
mulier — sailyuné.
nasus — nuchiry.
nox — yalschy.

occiput — nemiy.

oculus — mnuchii.

o8, oris — nunahma.

palma manus — numiy-tulbla.
patella — nukuzary,

pater — paliie.

pedis articuli — nusu-chiia.
pes — nuchily, nupéla.
planta — nuchily tuhita,
pleiades — nuchiry, putichy.
podex — nulzima,

poples — nukaischuchy.

Bpix wesilich von der Miindung des Yurud notirl. Das Idiom der
Canamirim weisst Anklinge an die Moxa, die Maypures und die Quichua auf.
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Both KUN and KAN been assumed to be very close to Yine (YIN), a member of the Purus
branch of the Arawakan language family. While this has been stated or suggested before (see e.g.
Rivet & Tastevin 1919, 1921, 1923; Ramirez 2001:8; Gow 2002), it has never been
demonstrated.

150 PETER GOW

The Pre-Andine Arawak

To my knowledge, the first delineation of a pre-Andine Arawak grouping
was proposed by Rivet and Tastevin (1919—24) on the basis of linguistic affili-
ations. They included within this unit the Piro-Chontaquiro, Kuniba, Kana-
mare, Anti-Campa, and Ipurini languages.' Rivet and Tastevin's grouping
was purely linguistic and had no cultural implications, and the name pre-
Andine Arawak referred simply to the fact that these languages are spoken
in southwestern Amazonia, closer to the Andes than most other Arawakan
languages. A first point to note about this grouping is that three of the lan-
puages noted, Piro-Chontaguire. Kanamare, and Kuniba, probably are bet-
ter seen as dialects of a single language, Piro. | discuss this issue [urther lat-
er in this chapter.
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Based on our phonological reconstruction of Proto-Purus (PP), the shared ancestor of YIN,
Apurind and Ifiapari (see Carvalho 2021), it can be shown that KUN and KAN share specific
developments with YIN, providing decisive phonological evidence for this internal classification

PP segmental inventory and supporting correspondences

PP Yine Apurind Inapari
P p p p
I I
*t ¢ t A
! t i
¢ k h
b k k 2
k k 72
e 5 15 t
15 g‘(. g}f p
5 5 h
- .'.'_ 5 o
/ / h
S J 12
5 h & h
h & “
*m m " m
i n n n
h n n
r r r
*r I r r
| 1 r
¢ ) J J J
W w w H
*j i i
€ ¢ ¢
*g e e a
[ e
*a a a a
i i i
i i i i
i i i
*1 o 0 i
*0 o 0 0
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First, that both KUN and KAN share with YIN the spirantization of PP *k. I will take it as
obvious and uncontroversial that Nimuendaju’s <§> and <x>, and Spix’s <ch>, stand for
fricatives. Nimuendaju & Valle Bentes (1922:215) note that their <x> corresponds to German
<ch>.

Evidence for spirantization of PP *k in Yine, Kuniba and Kanamirim

PP Yine Kuniba Kanamirim
HEAD *-Kiwi -ciwi <§iti> <nuchiiy>
NOSE *-Kiri -¢ri <usiiri> <nuchiry>
EAR HOLE *-kena-ko -cnako - <nuchenaku>
Foort *-kiti -¢ici <§iti> <nuchity>
EGG *-naki -nagi <inaxi> -
MAN *keki ceci <Sexi> <chechii>
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Second, KUN shares with YIN some very specific instances of vowel syncope (syncopated
vowels are indicated in bold in the PP etyma):

Evidence for shared vowel syncope in Yine and in Kuniba

PP Yine Kuniba

SKIN *-mata -mta <imtd>

SUN *atukatsi tkayfi <tkati>

MooN *kasiri ksiri <ksiri>
SPIRIT/SOUL *kama-ti kamifi <kamci>

BITTER MANIOC *kaniri kanri <kandi>
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Third, KUN was, like YIN, subject to the development *r > j/*i_V (V different from 1):

Evidence for *r > j in Yine and in Kuniba

PP Yine Kuniba
PECCARY (SP.)2 *(h)irari hijali <hiari>
BIRD (SP.)2 *(hireka hijeka <hiekd>

9/12

Finally, there is evidence for the shared split of *r in YIN and KAN. See that there are two
regular correspondences: YIN 1: KAN <I>; YIN r : KAN <r>. Despite defficiencies of the KAN

data, it is very unlikely that error alone could explain the correspondences

Evidence for the shared split of *r in Yine and Kanamirim

PP Yine Kanamirim
NOSE *-kiri -¢ri <nuchiry> ‘nasus’
*r>r MOON *kasiri ksiri < ghasiri miri> ‘luna nova’
SON *_tiri -tiri <nutiiry> ‘filius’
NAVEL  *puru -plo <nupuluchy> ‘umbilicus’
b - LEG *-tapari -tpali <nutapaly> *femur’
SHIN *-paru -palo- <nupdlu> ‘pes’
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YIN phonologized an allophonic split of *r conditioned by the preceding vowel’s quality, as
rampant vowel syncope made the distribution of *[r] and *[I] unpredictable. KAN lacks syncope,
and, hence, the phonologization, but shares the allophonic precursor with YIN.

Exemplar etymologies for PP *r and its split in Yine

NOSE BRANCH
Py *-kiri *-puri
YIN hi-gri hi-pli
APU -kiri -pori
INA hiri-ti puri
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In essence, these phonological developments help place KUN and KAN as co-dialects of YIN,
certainly closer to YIN than to the other two members of the Purus branch of the Arawakan
family.

Summary of phonological developments in each language/variety

Yine Kanamirim  Kuniba Apurina Inapari
(a) *u, ¥o>o0 X ? ? X
(b) *e>a/ Ca X
(c) Ye > i/ Ci X
(d) *i>i/C_# X
(e) *i>i/*k_ X ? ?
(f) *n> h/_% X X
(2) s o3 I I X | X l
(h) & oo o X X
(1) *k > h,? X
() *k>e¢/ ¥ ¥e*i X X X
(k) By > 1 X
(1) *ts > i/ ¥ X X
(m) ¥ X
(n) el N X
(0) s> h, & X
(p) *h > h, & X
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This study exemplifies how careful historical linguistic work can cast light on the history and
classification of fragmentarily attested lects, often dismissed on the assumption that the poor
quality of these sources prevents any insightful investigation.
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