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Neutral Tone Induced Tone-Sandhi in a Northern Mandarin Dialect 

About the language 
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The area of the dialect (the Bz region, indicated with the black arrow) 
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Preliminary: consonants and vowels 
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Preliminary: tones 
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Preliminary: the neutral tone 
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Tone-sandhi 
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Tone-sandhi inherent in words 
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Tone-sandhi triggered by the perfective particle lə(了)：The perfective particle lə, which 

normally comes after a verb or verb phrase, can trigger tone-sandhi on the syllable that precedes 

it. Some examples are given below: 
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Tone-sandhi triggered by lə shown in grammatical constructions: 
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Tone-sandhi triggered by the progressive particle tʂə(着): The progressive particle tʂə is similarly 

used after a verb or verb phrase, and can also trigger tone-sandhi. Consider the examples below: 
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Tone-sandhi triggered by tʂə as seen in grammatical structures: 
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Summary 

 

 


